Claims 

We claim: 

1. A method for preserving mobile device user settings, comprising: 

initiating an enterprise application on a mobile device, and reading a client 
properties file fi:om a device memory of the mobile device into an application memory; 

receiving an updated properties file fi-om a server in the device memory; 

comparing time values of the updated properties file to time values of the client 
properties file in the application memory; 

reconciling, based on the comparison, the client properties file and the updated 
properties file to yield a reconciled properties file; and 

writing the reconciled properties file to the device memory. 

2. The method of claim 1, fiuther comprising modifying the cUent properties file prior to 
receiving the updated properties file, wherein time values of the updated properties file 
are compared to time values of the modified client properties file, and wherein the 
modified client properties file is reconciled with the updated properties file to yield the 
reconciled properties file. 

3. The method of claim 1, fiuther comprising requesting the updated properties file fi'om 
the server prior to the receiving step. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the device memory is selected from the group 
consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the cUent properties file and the updated properties file 
each contain a configuration of the enterprise application, and wherein the client 
properties file further contains the mobile device user settings. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the comparing step comprises comparing a date of the 
updated properties file to a date of the client properties file. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the reconciling step comprises reconciling the updated 
properties file and the client properties file to yield the reconciled properties file if the 
time values of the updated properties file are different than the time values of the cUent 
properties file. 
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8. A method for preserving mobile device user settings, comprising: 

initiating an enterprise application on a mobile device, and reading a client 
properties file from a client database of the mobile device into an application memory; 

receiving an updated properties file from a server database to a device memory of 
the mobile device; 

reconciling the updated properties file with the client properties file in the client 
database to yield a reconciled properties file; 

replacing the client properties file in the client database with the reconciled 
properties file; and 

synchronizing the reconciled properties file to the server database. 

9. The method of claim 8, fiirther comprising modifying mobile device user settings of 
the reconciled properties file on the mobile device, wherein the synchronizing step 
comprises synchronizing the modified reconciled properties file to the server database. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the reading step comprises: 

determining if the client properties file is in the client database; 
reading the client properties file from the device memory if the client properties 
file is not in the cUent database; 

copying the client properties file to the client database; and 

deleting the client properties file from the device memory afl:er the copying step. 
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11. The method of claim 8, wherein the updated properties file is reconciled with another 
properties file prior to being received on the mobile device. 

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the device memory is selected from the group 
consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising requesting the updated properties file from 
the server database prior to the receiving step. 

14. The method of claim 8, wherein the client database and the server database are DB2 
databases. 
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15. A system for preserving mobile device user settings, comprising: 

a file reading system for reading a properties file corresponding to an enterprise 
application initiated on a mobile device into an application memory; 

a file request system for requesting and receiving an updated properties file fi-om a 
server to a device memory of the mobile device; 

a time value system for comparing time values of the updated properties file to 
time values of the cUent properties file; 

a reconciliation system for reconciling the updated properties file with the client 
properties file to yield a reconciled properties file based on the comparison; and 

a file write system for writing the reconciled properties file to the device memory. 

16. The system of claim 15, further comprising a configuration system for modifying the 
cUent properties file, wherein time values of the updated properties file are compared to 
time values of the modified client properties file, and wherein the modified client 
properties file is reconciled with the updated properties file to yield the reconciled 
properties file. 

17. The system of claim 15, wherein the device memory is selected from the group 
consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 
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18. The system claim 15, wherein the client properties file and the updated properties file 
each contain a configuration of the enterprise application, and wherein the cUent 
properties file fiirther contains the mobile device user settings. 

19. The system of claim 15, wherein the time value system compares a date of the 
updated properties file to a date of the client properties file. 

20. The system of claim 15, wherein the reconciliation system reconciles the updated 
properties file and the client properties file in the application memory to yield a 
reconciled properties file if the time values of the updated properties file are different 
than the time values of the client properties file. 

21. The system of claim 15, wherein the file write system replaces the updated chent file 
in the device memory with the reconciled properties file. 
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22. A system for preserving mobile device user settings, comprising: 

a file reading system for reading a properties file corresponding to an enterprise 
application initiated on a mobile device from a client database into an application 
memory; 

a file request system for requesting and receiving an updated properties file from a 
server database to a device memory of the mobile device; 

a reconciliation system for reconciling the updated properties file with the client 
properties file in the client database to yield a reconciled properties file; 

a file write system for replacing the client properties file in the client database 
with the reconciled properties file; and 

a synchronization system for synchronizing the reconciled properties file to the 
server database. 

23. The system of claim 22, further comprising a configuration system for modifying 
mobile device user settings of the reconciled properties file on the mobile device, wherein 
the synchronization system synchronizes the modified reconciled properties file to the 
server database. 
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24. The system of claim 22, wherein the file reading system: 

determines if the client properties file is in the client database; 
reads the client properties file firom the device memory if the client properties file 
is not in the cHent database; 

copies the client properties file to the client database; and 

deletes the client properties file firom the device memory after the copying step. 

25. The system of claim 22, wherein the updated properties file is reconciled with 
another properties file prior to being received on the mobile device. 

26. The system of claim 22, wherein the device memory is selected fi-om the group 
consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 

27. The system of claim 22, wherein the client database and the server database are DB2 
databases. 
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28. A program product stored on a recordable medium for preserving mobile device user 
settings, which when executed, comprises: 

program code for reading a properties file corresponding to an enterprise 
application initiated on a mobile device into an application memory; 

program code for requesting and receiving an updated properties file fi"om a server 
to a device memory of the mobile device; 

program code for comparing time values of the updated properties file to time 
values of the client properties file; 

program code for reconciling the updated properties file with the client properties 
file to yield a reconciled properties file based on the comparison; and 

program code for writing the reconciled properties file to the device memory. 

29. The program product of claim 28, fiirther comprising program code for modifying the 
client properties file, wherein time values of the updated properties file are compared to 
time values of the modified client properties file, and wherein the modified client 
properties file is reconciled with the updated properties file to yield the reconciled 
properties file. 

30. The program product of claim 28, wherein the device memory is selected firom the 
group consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 
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31. The program product claim 28, wherein the chent properties file and the updated 
properties file each contain a configuration of the enterprise application, and wherein the 
client properties file fiirther contains the mobile device user settings. 

32. The program product of claim 28, wherein the program code for comparing time 
values compares a date of the updated properties file to a date of the client properties file. 

33. The program product of claim 28, wherein the program code for reconciling 
reconciles the updated properties file and the client properties file in the appHcation 
memory to yield a reconciled properties file if the time values of the updated properties 
file are different than the time values of the client properties file. 

34. The program product of claim 28, wherein the program code for writing replaces the 
updated client file in the device memory with the reconciled properties file. 
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35. A program product stored on a recordable mediizm for preserving mobile device user 
settings, which when executed, comprises: 

program code for reading a properties file corresponding to an enterprise 
application initiated on a mobile device from a client database into an application 
memory; 

program code for requesting and receiving an updated properties file from a server 
database to a device memory of the mobile device; 

program code for reconciling the updated properties file with the client properties 
file in the client database to yield a reconciled properties file; 

program code for replacing the client properties file in the client database with the 
reconciled properties file; and 

program code for synchronizing the reconciled properties file to the server 
database. 

36. The program product of claim 35, fiirther comprising program code for modifying 
mobile device user settings of the reconciled properties file on the mobile device, wherein 
the program code for synchronizing synchronizes the modified reconciled properties file 
to the server database. 
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37. The program product of claim 35, wherein the program code for reading: 

determines if the client properties file is in the client database; 
reads the client properties file from the device memory if the client properties file 
is not in the client database; 

copies the client properties file to the client database; and 

deletes the client properties file fi*om the device memory after the copying step. 

38. The program product of claim 35, wherein the updated properties file is reconciled 
with another properties file prior to being received on the mobile device. 

39. The program product of claim 35, wherein the device memory is selected from the 
group consisting of a disk, a memory stick and random access memory. 

40. The program product of claim 35, wherein the client database and the server database 
are DB2 databases. 
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